Should A State Lose $93 Million 

for Enacting A Provision to Ensure the 

Well-Being of Its Children?
If you don’t think they should, join me in cosponsoring the 

State’s and Parental Rights Improvement Act of 2002.
May 16, 2002

Dear Colleague:

I invite you to become a cosponsor of the bipartisan State’s and Parental Rights Improvement Act of 2002.  This legislation would permit states to condition the use of state funds for the purchase of prescription drugs by minors.

Currently, the Federal government basically holds states hostage to prevent them from enacting such guidelines.  For example, the State of Texas could lose over $93 million annually in federal aid as a result of wanting to ensure the well-being of its children who receive state assistance--simply because it enacted a provision controlling how $27,000 of its own funds are spent.
In 1997 legislation was signed into law in the State of Texas that contained similar safeguards.  Unfortunately, Planned Parenthood sued and the judge ruled in their favor saying the State of Texas could not limit its use of state funds in this manner because the provision was in violation of four federal programs--Title X, Title XIX, Title XX, and Temporary Assistance to Needy Families.  While the Texas State Supreme Court wisely overturned this decision, it was only because Planned Parenthood did not have standing to sue. 

So simply put, the State’s and Parental Rights Improvement Act of 2002 would say to the states that if you want to place safeguards on the distribution of prescription drugs to minors, it is okay with the federal government.  I believe this legislation is needed to restore parental rights regarding their children’s medical decisions, and to return power to the states.

To cosponsor this common sense legislation, or if you need more information, please contact  David Malech in my office at 5-4901.

Sincerely,

Kevin Brady

Member of Congress

