November 29, 2001

The Honorable George Bush

President of the United States

White House

Washington, D.C.  20500

Dear Mr. President:


On October 2, you reached a bi-cameral, bi-partisan agreement on the overall discretionary appropriations levels that would be acceptable to your Administration for fiscal year 2002.  That agreement was reached after the events of September 11th, to ensure that there would be no disagreement between the Congress and the Administration over funding levels during a time of crisis, and to facilitate the timely enactment of our annual funding bills.


In ratifying that agreement, you wrote, “This agreement is the result of extensive discussions to produce an acceptable bipartisan solution to facilitate the orderly enactment of appropriations measures.  This agreement and the aggregate spending level are the result of a strong bipartisan effort at this crucial time for our Nation, and I expect that all parties will now proceed expeditiously and in full compliance with the agreement.”


Mr. President, we applaud your leadership in working to facilitate such an agreement.  However, we are deeply concerned that some in Congress appear intent on violating it merely weeks after it was reached.  We believe that this effort is counter-productive and will needlessly delay the enactment of important bills.  Therefore, it is our intention to work with you to ensure that all bills appropriating funds stay within the allocations you set in your letter of October 2, and to assure you that we will vote to sustain any veto of a bill which violates the commitment Congress gave you at that time.













Sincerely,

Joe Barton

John Shimkus

Sam Johnson

John Culberson

J.D. Hayworth

Bob Schaffer

Collin Peterson

Melissa Hart

Pat Toomey

Jim Ryun

Joe Pitts

