September 7, 2004

If December 10, 2003 was “a sad day for the freedom of speech,” 

this day is even sadder.  

Dear Colleague,

We have entered a sad time for free speech.  Beginning this past Saturday, September 4th Americans are restricted in their ability to engage in substantive political debate due to the 60-day blackout period on non-PAC funded electioneering communication.  

On December 10, 2003, the Supreme Court handed down its decision to uphold the major provisions in the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act.  In his dissenting opinion, Justice Antonin Scalia wrote:

“This is a sad day for the freedom of speech. Who could have imagined that the Court… would smile with favor upon a law that cuts to the heart of what the First Amendment is meant to protect: the right to criticize the government. For that is what the most offensive provisions of this legislation are all about. We are governed by Congress, and this legislation prohibits the criticism of Members of Congress by those entities most capable of giving such criticism loud voice: national political parties and corporations, both of the commercial and the not-for-profit sort. It forbids pre-election criticism of incumbents by corporations, even not-for-profit corporations, by use of their general funds; and forbids national party use of ‘soft’ money to fund ‘issue ads’ that incumbents find so offensive.”

And now those provisions are being imposed upon everyone – from now until November 2, 2004.  If the approval of such provisions was a sad day for the freedom of speech, then the actual imposition of them is even sadder.  Under current campaign finance law, the “electioneering communication” provisions require that certain broadcast communications clearly depicting a federal candidate within thirty and sixty days of a primary and general election, respectively, be paid for with PAC funds only.  Citizens should not have to check their calendars and set up PACs before publicly mentioning federal candidates.  

Please join me in protecting the political free speech for our nation by cosponsoring H.R. 3801, the First Amendment Restoration Act of 2004!  This bill would repeal the electioneering communication provisions in current law and restore the freedom of speech – no matter how far or close to an election it is.  Contact Jessica Eng at 225-2721 for more information or to become a cosponsor.  

Sincerely,

Roscoe G. Bartlett

Member of Congress

