September 20, 2004

“Urge Roscoe Bartlett to Vote Yes”

Did you know that broadcasting this request could be a

federal crime?

Dear Colleague,

Yes, it’s true.

Between now and the November election, thanks to the short-sighted Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (“BCRA;” Public Law 107-155), it is actually a federal crime for an incorporated nonprofit group, for example, to broadcast a request to Maryland residents that they urge me to vote yes on a bill pending before Congress—unless the group uses campaign funds.

Yes, it’s true.

In order for an incorporated nonprofit to broadcast my name on TV in the 60 days before the November election, it has to establish a Political Action Committee, raise money for it, and then spend only campaign dollars for the communication.  Let me put this another way:  a nonprofit can only spend campaign funds when publicly asking me to take non-campaign, official action in Congress (voting yes).

Yes, it’s true.

If you believe that nonprofits should not have to use campaign funds for non-campaign activity, if you believe that citizens groups should not have to check their calendar before determining what TV ads the government will allow them to buy, and if you believe that the government has no right to limit when Americans can publicly utter the names of their elected officials, then join my effort to repeal these misguided, undemocratic portions of BCRA.  

Join the 75 co-sponsors of the First Amendment Restoration Act (H.R. 3801), ask Chairman Ney to mark up the bill this month, and urge House Leadership to bring it to the floor quickly.  For more information, please contact Jessica Eng at 225-2721.

Sincerely,

Roscoe Bartlett

Member of Congress

