Taxpayers Should Not Be Paying for Parties

Support the Elimination of Taxpayer Funding for Political Conventions
Dear Colleague:

Earlier this year, I introduced H.R. 45 to end the taxpayer funding of party Presidential political conventions.  This bill is identical to H.R. 344, or the “Political Convention Reform Act of 2003,” which I introduced in the 108th Congress. 

The conventions no longer serve the purpose they were intended to serve.  Conventions used to decide a political party’s Presidential nominee.  However, it has been a long time since there was any suspense or even pretense about the nominee from either the Republican or Democratic national political conventions.  Taxpayers, unfortunately, have had to bear the brunt of the cost for these conventions, which last year totaled almost a third of a billion dollars.

Even though both political parties received $18.6 million each, there are many hidden federal and local costs to the taxpayer for these conventions.  Taxpayers paid approximately $40 million toward the Republican convention in New York and almost $50 million toward the Democratic convention in Boston.  That does not take into account the money that the host city has to pay for increased transportation and police services.  There is no justification for the taxpayers to pay millions for these large parties. My bill would ensure that the funds used for conventions would go to the purpose for which they are intended in our Tax Code—for Presidential campaigns.

If you are interested in cosponsoring this bill, please contact Monica DeLong, of my staff, at x5-2721.







Sincerely,








Roscoe G. Bartlett







Member of Congress
