“Urge Congressman Bartlett to Vote Yes”

Broadcasting this request could be a

federal crime.

Dear Colleague,

The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) introduced a new term into the campaign finance rhetoric: “electioneering communication.”  Electioneering communication is defined by BCRA as any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication that refers to a clearly identified candidate within thirty days of a primary or sixty days of a general election and that reaches 50,000 or more people in the relevant district or state.  Under BCRA, labor unions and corporations (including trade associations, interest groups, and other nonprofits established as corporations) must pay for such communication with PAC funds only.

This means that, for example, within thirty and sixty days of a primary and general election respectively, thanks to the BCRA, it is a federal crime for a nonprofit group to broadcast a request to residents urging a Congressman how to vote on a bill—unless the group uses campaign funds.

Yes, it’s true.

I am firmly committed to protecting our Constitution.  As stated in the First Amendment to the Constitution; “Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”  No constitutional right is absolute, and this is why I believe that money can and should be limited in the political process.  However, it is clearly a violation of the First Amendment to restrict organized group communications (including informational and issue advocacy radio or TV broadcast communications) and limit what people can say about a candidate and when they may choose to speak out.  The First Amendment was specifically designed with free political speech in mind.  This is a right that should be protected for all.

In order to repeal the most glaringly unconstitutional provision in BCRA, I will be reintroducing the First Amendment Restoration Act of 2005 (introduced before as H.R. 3801).  This will repeal the ban on non-PAC-funded issue advocacy (and other such references to federal candidates) thirty and sixty days before primary and general elections, respectively.

Please join me in protecting the First Amendment rights of political free speech for our country.  Contact Monica DeLong, of my staff, at x5-2721 to become an original cosponsor.







Sincerely,

                      








                                       ROSCOE G. BARTLETT







Member of Congress

108th Congress—First Amendment Restoration Act (H.R. 3801)

Cosponsors

 [* = original cosponsor]

	Rep Akin, W. Todd [R-MO-2] - 2/11/2004 *
	Rep Baker, Richard H. [R-LA-6] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep Barrett, J. Gresham [R-SC-3] - 3/9/2004 
	Rep Bishop, Rob [R-UT-1] - 5/10/2004 

	Rep Blunt, Roy [R-MO-7] - 2/11/2004 *
	Rep Boozman, John [R-AR-3] - 5/10/2004 

	Rep Boucher, Rick [D-VA-9] - 3/11/2004 
	Rep Bradley, Jeb [R-NH-1] - 5/19/2004 

	Rep Burgess, Michael C. [R-TX-26] - 2/25/2004 
	Rep Burton, Dan [R-IN-5] - 5/4/2004 

	Rep Calvert, Ken [R-CA-44] - 3/2/2004 
	Rep Cannon, Chris [R-UT-3] - 5/4/2004 

	Rep Carter, John R. [R-TX-31] - 3/24/2004 
	Rep Chabot, Steve [R-OH-1] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep Collins, Mac [R-GA-8] - 5/13/2004 
	Rep Crane, Philip M. [R-IL-8] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Cubin, Barbara [R-WY] - 2/11/2004 *
	Rep Culberson, John Abney [R-TX-7] - 3/9/2004 

	Rep Davis, Jo Ann [R-VA-1] - 3/11/2004 
	Rep Davis, Tom [R-VA-11] - 4/22/2004 

	Rep DeMint, Jim [R-SC-4] - 5/4/2004 
	Rep Doolittle, John T. [R-CA-4] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Duncan, John J., Jr. [R-TN-2] - 5/4/2004 
	Rep Everett, Terry [R-AL-2] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep Feeney, Tom [R-FL-24] - 3/11/2004 
	Rep Flake, Jeff [R-AZ-6] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Franks, Trent [R-AZ-2] - 3/2/2004 
	Rep Garrett, Scott [R-NJ-5] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep Gibbons, Jim [R-NV-2] - 4/20/2004 
	Rep Gingrey, Phil [R-GA-11] - 6/21/2004 

	Rep Goodlatte, Bob [R-VA-6] - 4/20/2004 
	Rep Hastings, Doc [R-WA-4] - 7/22/2004 

	Rep Hensarling, Jeb [R-TX-5] - 3/30/2004 
	Rep Herger, Wally [R-CA-2] - 3/2/2004 

	Rep Hostettler, John N. [R-IN-8] - 3/24/2004 
	Rep Isakson, Johnny [R-GA-6] - 5/4/2004 

	Rep Issa, Darrell E. [R-CA-49] - 4/20/2004 
	Rep Johnson, Sam [R-TX-3] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3] - 3/24/2004 
	Rep Kennedy, Mark R. [R-MN-6] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep King, Steve [R-IA-5] - 3/11/2004 
	Rep Kline, John [R-MN-2] - 6/23/2004 

	Rep Lewis, Ron [R-KY-2] - 4/20/2004 
	Rep Linder, John [R-GA-7] - 3/18/2004 

	Rep Manzullo, Donald A. [R-IL-16] - 2/11/2004 *
	Rep McCotter, Thaddeus G. [R-MI-11] - 5/13/2004 

	Rep Miller, Jeff [R-FL-1] - 4/22/2004 
	Rep Musgrave, Marilyn N. [R-CO-4] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Myrick, Sue [R-NC-9] - 3/2/2004 
	Rep Neugebauer, Randy [R-TX-19] - 5/4/2004 

	Rep Norwood, Charlie [R-GA-9] - 2/26/2004 
	Rep Otter, C. L. (Butch) [R-ID-1] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Paul, Ron [R-TX-14] - 2/11/2004 *
	Rep Pence, Mike [R-IN-6] - 2/11/2004 *

	Rep Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] - 5/10/2004 
	Rep Pickering, Charles W. (Chip) [R-MS-3] - 3/9/2004 

	Rep Pitts, Joseph R. [R-PA-16] - 3/9/2004 
	Rep Pombo, Richard W. [R-CA-11] - 3/30/2004 

	Rep Rogers, Mike D. [R-AL-3] - 4/22/2004 
	Rep Ryun, Jim [R-KS-2] - 3/30/2004 

	Rep Schrock, Edward L. [R-VA-2] - 3/9/2004 
	Rep Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5] - 2/26/2004 

	Rep Sessions, Pete [R-TX-32] - 5/19/2004 
	Rep Shaw, E. Clay, Jr. [R-FL-22] - 5/20/2004 

	Rep Simpson, Michael K. [R-ID-2] - 3/24/2004 
	Rep Smith, Nick [R-MI-7] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep Souder, Mark E. [R-IN-3] - 3/2/2004 
	Rep Stearns, Cliff [R-FL-6] - 3/9/2004 

	Rep Tancredo, Thomas G. [R-CO-6] - 2/25/2004 
	Rep Terry, Lee [R-NE-2] - 2/25/2004 

	Rep Thompson, Bennie G. [D-MS-2] - 3/11/2004 
	Rep Toomey, Patrick J. [R-PA-15] - 3/24/2004 

	Rep Weldon, Dave [R-FL-15] - 3/24/2004 
	Rep Weller, Jerry [R-IL-11] - 3/18/2004 

	Rep Wilson, Joe [R-SC-2] - 3/9/2004 
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