RESTORE FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Dear Colleague,

The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) was signed into law by President Bush on March 27, 2002 and key provisions were upheld by the Supreme Court on December 10, 2003.  This bill introduced a new term into the campaign finance rhetoric:  “electioneering communication.”  

Electioneering communication is defined by BCRA as any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication that refers to a clearly identified federal candidate within thirty days of a primary or sixty days of a general election and that reaches 50,000 or more people in the relevant district or state.  Under BCRA, labor unions and corporations (including trade associations, interest groups, and other nonprofits established as corporations) must pay for such communications with PAC funds only.  

I am firmly committed to protecting our Constitution.  As stated in the First Amendment to the Constitution; "Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press".  No constitutional right is absolute, and this is why I believe that money can and should be limited in the political process.  However, it is clearly a violation of the First Amendment to restrict organized group communications (including informational and issue advocacy radio or TV broadcast communications) and limit what people can say about a candidate and when they may choose to speak out.  The First Amendment was founded on the freedom of speech and was specifically designed with free political speech in mind.  This is a right that should be protected for all; it is a right and a privilege that inherently protects and advocates for a Union serving the best interests of all its citizens.  

In order to repeal the most glaringly unconstitutional provision in BCRA, I will be introducing the First Amendment Restoration Act of 2004.  This will repeal the ban on non-PAC-funded issue advocacy (and other such references to federal candidates) thirty and sixty days before primary and general elections, respectively.  

Please join me in protecting the First Amendment rights of political free speech for our nation!  Contact Jessica Eng at x5-2721 to become an original cosponsor.  

Sincerely,

_____________________

Roscoe G. Bartlett

