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CHAMBLISS JOINS BARTLETT ON 
FIRST AMENDMENT RESTORATION ACT
 
 
WASHINGTON—U.S. Sen. Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga., introduced legislation this week to reform sections of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA).  Chambliss’ bill, the “First Amendment Restoration Act” (FARA), is companion legislation to the original bill introduced earlier this year in the House of Representatives by Congressman Roscoe Bartlett, R- MD.  As the BCRA currently reads, non-PAC-funded issue advocacy groups are prohibited from broadcasting content pertaining to federal candidates within the 30-60 day blackout period before a primary or general election. The Chambliss/Bartlett legislation releases these groups from black-out restrictions and restores their right to broadcast advertisements regarding federal candidates.
 
“I am pleased to join Rep. Bartlett in leading the charge on this legislation,” said Chambliss. “Campaign finance reform should not restrict the freedom of speech for any American citizen.  The points of the BCRA that hinder anyone’s First Amendment rights must be quickly addressed and resolved.” 

 

"I am grateful to Senator Chambliss for his leadership to restore Americans' First Amendment political speech rights.   Americans are about to get a rude awakening as we approach the 60-day black out period for 'electioneering communication' under current campaign finance law.   We will all experience for the first time how current law now prevents all Americans from engaging the public at large in debate via broadcast issue ads - even as Congress decides how to spend taxpayers' money in the 13 appropriations bills."

 

Other Senate co-sponsors of FARA include Sen. George Allen, R- Va.; Sen. James Inhofe, R-Ok.; Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss.; and Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas.

 

For more information contact the Chambliss press office at 202-224-3423.
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