Name Visitor Center After Strom Thurmond

Request for Cosponsors -- Rep. Barrett
Dear Colleague:

Senator Strom Thurmond's middle name was constituent service, and it seems only fitting that we name the new Capitol Visitors Center after our nation's most dedicated and longest serving elected official. Please join me in cosponsoring H.R. 2661 to name this new facility "The J. Strom Thurmond Capitol Visitors Center."

Last week while attending the funeral services for Senator Thurmond, the one thing I heard over and over was if someone had a problem the first person they called was Senator Thurmond and they never had to call anyone else. That's remarkable, and as elected officials, it's what each one of us should strive to achieve.

Senator Thurmond's impact on South Carolina and the nation will be felt for at least as long as he was alive - his passion in life was to serve the people of his state and this nation. Naming the Capitol Visitors Center after Strom Thurmond is just one way we can pay tribute to all he did for all of us in his 100 years of life. It would also serve as a basis for a lesson in the history of our nation to all those who visit this seat of our democracy by stimulating discussion about the life and actions of a man who lived and experienced nearly one-half of our nation's 227 year history. He was a man who lived by his principles, and a man who grew with time.

Senator Thurmond was born in Edgefield, SC in 1902 and went on to serve others for over 70 years; he was a teacher, a coach, an attorney, a judge, a decorated veteran, and a governor all by the age of 44. In 1954, Strom Thurmond began 48 years of service as a United States Senator winning his election like no one else, by a write-in vote. While in the Senate, he served as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and the Armed Services Committee, as well as President Pro Tempore. Senator Thurmond returned home to his roots this year, and passed away in his hometown of Edgefield, on June 26, 2003.

If you wish to cosponsor H.R. 2661, please contact David Black at x5-5301.
Sincerely,
J. Gresham Barrett
Member of Congress
