THE COMMON SENSE SPENDING ACT of 2004

Dear RSC Colleague:

There are a lot of variables affecting our federal deficit. The ONE thing under our control is government spending. If you're a fiscal conservative, concerned about federal deficits and out-of-control growth in government spending, I invite you to become an original co-sponsor of "The Common Sense Spending Act 2004." 
RESPONSIBLE GROWTH: Under "The Common Sense Spending Act," non-defense and non-homeland security discretionary funding would be frozen for one year at the FY04 level, and growth in all discretionary funding for FY06 through FY09 would be limited to no more than the rate of inflation. In addition, under this bill, the growth in mandatory spending would be lowered by 1% in FY05 (excluding Social Security). 
TRUTH IN SPENDING: The bill also strengthens the definition of what constitutes "emergency spending" and backs it up with a strong point-of-order if the provision is violated. 

PAYGO SPENDING ENFORCEMENT: In addition, the bill reauthorizes PAYGO for mandatory spending programs only. This is an amended version of the PAYGO budget enforcement provisions which expired in 2002. However, this time it would only apply to the direct spending-side of the budget and would not affect tax relief legislation.

To become a cosponsor, or if you would like additional information about "The Common Sense Spending Act 2004," please contact Sandy Campbell at x5-5301. 
Sincerely,

J. Gresham Barrett

