The Educator Appreciation and Classroom
Help Act (TEACH Act)

Purpose

To reward, retain, and encourage those who educate our children.  The legislation is designed to be fair, and inclusive of all who truly contribute to the education of future generations.

Rewards for Educators
A $1,000 tax credit for all educators.  This includes teachers in public and private schools, as well as parents who home school their children.

Retaining Educators

This section allows both public and private school teachers to deduct out-of-pocket expenses for "professional development,” which includes continuing education in pursuing a master’s or doctoral degree.  The credit allows eligible educators to deduct expenses such as tuition, books, and travel.

Encouraging Teachers

 Earlier this year, the Congress approved a provision allowing public and private school teachers to deduct up to $250 for in-class purchases.  The provision is law for only 2002 and 2003.  The TEACH Act modifies this law in 2003 to increase to $2,000 and expand the benefit to home school parents, as well.  Moreover, the provision would become permanent.
