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Barr Joins Legal Challenge to Campaign Finance Bill

Vows to Defend First Amendment Against McCain, Democrats

ATLANTA, G.A. - Immediately after the McCain campaign finance bill was signed into law this morning, U.S. Representative Bob Barr (GA-7), a former federal prosecutor, announced he would be joining with the Atlanta-based Southeastern Legal Foundation and other citizen advocacy groups in a legal challenge questioning the constitutionality of the legislation.   Similar challenges are also being filed by Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), the National Rifle Association, and a number of groups from across the political spectrum.  Former Solicitor General Ken Starr will be a lead attorney for both the McConnell and Southeastern Legal Foundation lawsuits.  

“This legislation is the greatest attack on our constitutional freedoms in a generation,” Barr said today.  “This is not ‘reform’ legislation, it is incumbent protection legislation, designed specifically to silence grassroots organizations, such as the NRA and Right to Life, in the crucial days before an election. I am hopeful the Supreme Court will declare this legislation unconstitutional, and I look forward to being a lead advocate in this fight.” 

For recent statements and op-eds on this issue by Congressman Barr, a former President of the Southeastern Legal Foundation, please visit, www.house.gov/barr.

Barr represents Georgia’s Seventh District.  He serves on the House Financial Services, Judiciary, and Government Reform Committees.

