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Barr Calls for Removal of Rights Commission Chair

Blasts Political Activism of Mary Frances Berry in Second Letter to President

WASHINGTON D.C. - Following this morning’s refusal by the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights to seat, or even recognize, a new commissioner appointed by President Bush, U.S. Representative Bob Barr (GA-7) sent a second letter to President Bush blasting the political activism of Commission Chair, Mary Frances Berry, and requesting her removal from this position.   Barr had previously requested Ms. Berry’s removal in a June 6th letter to the President, citing significant evidence she was using the Commission not to advance the cause of civil rights, but to promote her extremist, political agenda.  

“Recent actions only reinforce my belief that the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is chaired by a political activist masquerading as a leader on the very important national issue of civil rights,” Barr wrote today.  “The Chairwoman’s outrageous actions with regard to your appointment of Mr. Peter Kirsanow are further proof of her desire to silence any voice other than her own…Further, the Chairwoman has inflamed the incident by refusing to administer the oath of office and has even suggested it would take the presence of United States Marshals to seat Mr. Kirsanow.”

“Mr. President, if it takes the U.S. Marshals, I urge you to do it.  While the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is supposed to be independent of any influence, it is not an autonomous branch of the government.  Further, neither the Chairwoman nor any of the Commissioners have been elected by the people of the United States, and thus hold no authority over those of us who have.  I urge you to stand firm against this political force, the goal of which is to constantly undermine your authority as the duly elected President of the United States.  I look forward to working with you towards this end,” Barr wrote.  

Barr, a former federal prosecutor, represents Georgia’s Seventh District.  He serves on the House Financial Services, Judiciary, and Government Reform Committees.
