HR 1984:  English Language Unity Act of 2001

Section 1 SHORT TITLE:  “English Language Unity Act of 2001”

Section 2 CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS:  

· (1), (2) The English language unites individuals of varying backgrounds;

· (3) Provides for and protects states’ rights to establish official English language as the language of the respective states; and, prevents judicial reversals of such attempts

Section 3 ENGLISH AS OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE UNITED STATES:

· Amends Title 4 U.S.C. by adding a new “Chapter 6” and new “Sections 162-164”
· Provides that all official functions of the United States Government will be conducted in English 

· “United States” is defined as all fifty states and the District of Columbia

· “Official” refers to any function that binds the Government, is required by law, or is otherwise subject to scrutiny by either the press or the public

· Areas covered include:  

- All laws, public proceedings, regulations, publications, orders, actions, programs, policies;   

Areas not covered include:

-   Teaching of languages, requirements concerning IDEA, actions, documents, or policies necessary for national security, international trade, tourism, or commerce; actions or documents that protect the public health and safety; action or documents that facilitate the activities of the Bureau of the Census and compiling census of population; actions that protect the rights of victims of crimes or criminal defendants; or, using terms of art or phrases from languages other than English

· Directs the Immigration and Naturalization Service to standardize English language requirements for new citizens based on the general principles that citizens should be able to read and generally understand the official English texts of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and Federal statutes.

· The Rules of Construction (new Section 164) attempt to insure that if this law is ever challenged it will be construed to be consistent with the goal that American democracy should always strive to include in its mainstream everyone who aspires to citizenship and that no one is locked out by permanent language barriers.  Essentially, the section strives to diminish language discrimination and to promote a common basis for communication.

Section 4 GENERAL RULES OF CONSTRUCTION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEXTS OF THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES:

· The practical effect of this rule of construction is to reverse the presumption of discriminatory impact that the EEOC’s Speak English Only guidelines purported to establish - guidelines which two U.S. Courts have already rejected – yet the EEOC continues to pursue lawsuits against private U.S. companies based on its discredited Speak English Only guidelines.

· Any ambiguity in the English language text laws shall be resolved by referring to presumptions in the Bill of Rights.

Section 5 IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS:

     -    After enactment, the Justice Department, within 180 days, will issue a notice for comment

           on the proposed rule for uniform testing English language ability of candidates for  

           naturalization.

Section 6 EFFECTIVE DATE:

· Amendments made by sections 3 and 4 shall take effect 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

