Let the President Strike Back at Terrorists

Remove Artificial Assassination Ban





September 13, 2001

Dear Colleague:

In recent years, we have committed extensive armed forces to operations designed specifically to remove or otherwise eliminate a number of corrupt political rulers, and military or terrorist leaders.  From Manuel Noriega in Panama to Saddam Hussein in Iraq, the decision was made at the highest levels of the government these individuals represented a threat to the security interests of our government and citizens.  However, in all instances over the past 30 years, our military and intelligence forces have been seriously constrained in their ability to carry out this important mission.  Ever since the Ford Administration, the federal government has operated under a wide-ranging and ambiguous ban on “assassination.”  Most recently, the ban was reiterated by President Reagan in 1981 under Executive Order 12333.  Clearly, the world has changed dramatically since then.   The massive terrorist threat America faces in 2001 cannot be dealt with as we might have in 1976 or 1981. 

In 1998, I wrote then-President Clinton asking him to “consider lifting this ban and designing a new system so that the threat posed by individuals proven to be directly responsible for the deaths of American citizens - such as Osama bin Laden or Saddam Hussein - can be eliminated in cases where it is simply impossible to capture them by ordinary means."  Three years later, both of these terrorist leaders are alive and well, and may very well have played direct roles in this week’s attacks. 

Earlier this year, I again introduced legislation, H.R. 19, “The Terrorist Elimination Act,” to repeal those portions of executive orders prohibiting the government from directly eliminating terrorist leaders.  When terrorist leaders, such as the ones who caused those attacks, take the lives of Americans, I believe it is entirely appropriate for us to remove them by any means necessary, without arbitrarily limiting our options.

I urge you to sign and support H.R. 19, “The Terrorist Elimination Act.”  We are at war, and we must allow our government all the means necessary to destroy our enemies so they will never again have the opportunity to harm our citizens and our nation.  Please call Scott English at ext. 52931, to sign on as a co-sponsor to H.R. 19.

Sincerely,

Bob Barr

Member of Congress
