Ignore foreign naysayers 

By Bob Barr 

Leadership is doing what is right even in the face of adversity and criticism. Leadership is refusing to sacrifice your values and ideals to appease others. Leadership is exactly what President Bush has exhibited from day one, in prosecuting the war against terrorism abroad and, most recently, in standing firm on the detainment of captured al-Qaeda terrorists at Guantanamo.

In fighting terrorism abroad, Bush, unlike his predecessor, is focused on reality, not perception. He is focused on destroying the terrorist networks threatening our country and its citizens, not capitulating to members of the international community who make a living taking our money and then berating our values. Every time we bow to those criticisms, America's standing as the world's sole remaining superpower is undermined. After the deadliest attack in America's history, our country is finally standing up for itself. 

The reality of incarcerating international terrorists at Guantanamo, whether or not members of the international community choose to accept it, is quite clear. The conditions under which these terrorists are being detained are remarkable in comparison to the prison conditions in the vast majority of nations, and are certainly far superior to the conditions under which recent American POWs were detained (conditions met by silence from these international human-rights "watchdogs"). Every single al-Qaeda terrorist is being provided three meals a day, medical care, clothing, shelter, showers and the opportunity to worship. They are also allowed access to the International Red Cross and given correspondence materials to send and receive mail. These conditions are fully consistent with the Third Geneva Convention's core requirement that all detainees be treated humanely; a fact confirmed recently even by the British government. 

Yet, though there is not one shred of evidence of mistreatment, this administration is under pressure to do more: to treat these terrorists nicer. My question is this: Where were these new advocates for human dignity when the Taliban and its al-Qaeda benefactors, who are now under our control, were murdering thousands of innocent men, women and children in Afghanistan? 

"Compassionate conservatism" does have its limits; George W. Bush knows that, and now the international community does, too. 
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