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Barr Urges Administration to Fight Hemp

Opposes “Backdoor” Efforts to Legalize Drugs

MARIETTA, G.A. - U.S. Representative Bob Barr (GA-7) is taking a strong, proactive stance against the spread and marketing of hemp products, and commended a recent decision by the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) that ordered all hemp products off store shelves by February 6, 2002.  In a letter sent today to DEA head, Asa Hutchinson, Barr also reaffirmed his strong support for the 1970 Controlled Substances Act, which clearly states the primary product in hemp is illegal.  

“Hemp and marijuana both come from the same plant.   Tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC as it is commonly referred to, is the active ingredient in marijuana.  This drug is named in the controlled Substance Act of 1970 and the literature is very clear cut.  It plainly states ‘any material compound, mixture, or preparation containing THC is a controlled substance.’  There is simply no room for movement on this issue, nor should there be,” Barr said. 

Barr also spoke out firmly against attempts by Kennex, Ltd., of Canada, which is the largest exporter of hemp seed to the U.S., to seek compensation of at least $20 million, as a result of the DEA decision.  In a preemptive effort to ensure this company receives no compensation, Barr has written the Bush Administration, asking it dismiss all requests from the hemp exporter outright. 

“I am ready to stand firmly behind the DEA in this battle and fight against hemp products being available to our children, marketed as a benign product.   We must not forget, marijuana is not only dangerous because of its short term effects, but also because it serves as a gateway drug, one that a person may begin with so-called experimenting, but leads to much more dangerous drugs, such as LSD, cocaine, and heroin.  This latest move is just another ploy to move the legalization of drugs one more step forward and that simply cannot happen,” Barr concluded. 
Barr, a former federal prosecutor, represents Georgia’s Seventh District.  He serves on the House Financial Services, Judiciary, and Government Reform Committees.
