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April 17, 2001

Mr. Richard A. White

General Manager

Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority

6000 Fifth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20001

IN RE: The Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and the Metro System
Dear Mr. White:

We are requesting the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority Board of Directors vote to rename the signs at National Airport to “Reagan National Airport.”

On February 6, 1998, President Bill Clinton signed legislation into law (Public Law 105-154) which renamed National Airport, “Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport.” In the three years since this bill became law, Metro has refused to change its maps, notwithstanding that Metro has renamed seven other stations since the enactment of the law.

In 1967, the United States Congress created the Metro as a regional transit authority; in part as a way to revive our national Capital.  When the original 103-mile plan was completed, the total cost was $9.4 billion, with a substantial amount of the cost being paid for by the federal government. 

In the past, Metro and Congress have enjoyed a positive relationship, as demonstrated by the $75 million funding for the New York Avenue station in the District of Columbia Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2001. Our concern now is partisan politics by some members of the Board seriously threatens the continuation of that positive relationship.  

We look forward to the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority Board of Directors voting to change the signage at the Metro station located at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport at its upcoming meeting.

With kind regards, we are,

very truly yours,

______________________________
___________________________

