We say we value our troops.  
Let's show them.
 

Support an Increase in the Military Death Gratuity 
 

 January 19, 2005

 

Dear Colleague:

 

            A young service man or woman loses his or her life in Afghanistan or Iraq.  Losing a loved one inevitably causes emotional hardship.  We should do everything we can to ensure it does not cause financial hardship as well.  We must do more to assist the survivors of servicemen and women in overcoming the increased financial burden placed upon them as a result of their loss.  The present death gratuity benefit of $12,000 seems grossly inadequate to express our appreciation for the sacrifice.

 

            For this reason, we plan to reintroduce H.R. 5055 increasing the military death gratuity in January and we invite you to cosponsor this bill.  Enclosed is a list of the 219 cosponsors in the 108th Congress.  The gratuity would be increased from $12,000 to $100,000 and would be applied retroactively to all servicemen and women on active duty who have died since September 11, 2001.  We strongly believe this is the least we can do for those families who have sacrificed for our country.

 

This bill, in addition to demonstrating a greater understanding and appreciation for the sacrifice our service personnel made, will provide much-needed financial assistance for their families.  

 

Raising the military death gratuity is not about Republicans or Democrats.  It is about supporting the families of those who sacrificed for our country so we can live in freedom.  Call us or Jana Denning of Dennis Moore's staff at x52865 to sign on.  

 

  Very truly yours,

 

 

 

SPENCER BACHUS                                                         DENNIS MOORE

Member of Congress                                                          Member of Congress

