Raise the gas tax for roads???

Colorado (1997/98) – NO!

Oregon (2000) – NO!

Missouri (2002) – NO!

Washington (2002) – NO!

Virginia (2002) – NO!

Dear Republican Colleague:

In 2002, the people of my home State, Missouri, rejected a 4-cent per gallon motor fuel tax increase by more than 70 percent of the vote!  From one end of this country to the other, the people have consistently voiced their opposition to taxes increases for transportation projects.  

Congress should reject proposals to increase the federal gas tax!

The current combined state and federal gas tax burden levied on the American people amounts to more than $50 billion annually.  This represents an annual tax burden of $660 for the average American family.  Every penny increase in the gas tax represents an annual tax increase of $25 on that family.  

As Republicans, our message is that the American people are over taxed.  This House just passed a $550 billion dollar tax relief package.  Proposing to raise the federal gas tax is inconsistent with that message. 

Rather than discussing raising taxes, we should divert funding away from low priority and ineffective programs and into America’s transportation infrastructure.  






Sincerely,






W. Todd Akin






Member of Congress  

An Overview of Tax Increase Ballot Questions

For Transportation in the States

	Year
	State
	Measure #
	Question
	Pass/Fail
	% Yes Votes

	1997
	CO
	Amendment 1
	Increase state fuel tax by 54 cents per gallon. Increase motor vehicle registration fee by $10. New tax of $100 on the initial registration of certain motor vehicles.
	Fail
	15.8%

	1998
	CO
	Referendum B
	Retain revenue surpluses for transportation and education purposes.
	Fail
	38.4%

	2000
	AL
	Amendment 14
	To levy a three-mill ad valorem tax for Winston County for road maintenance & volunteer fire protection.
	Pass
	63%

	2000
	OR
	Measure 82
	Repeal the weight-mile tax, replace with a diesel fuel tax (29 cents per gallon) plus a gasoline tax increase of five cents per gallon).
	Fail
	12.5%

	2002
	MO
	Proposition B
	One-half sales tax increase plus 4 cent per gallon motor fuel tax increase.
	Fail
	27.5%

	2002
	WA
	Measure 51
	Five cent per gallon vehicle fuel tax increase, plus an additional four-cent per gallon vehicle fuel tax increase for the following year.23-cent special fuel tax implementation.
	Fail
	37%

	2002
	VA
	Regional Sales Tax Increase Transportation Referendum
	Northern Virginia Counties: half-cent sales tax increase.
	Fail
	45%

	
	
	
	Virginia Beach/Hampton Roads Counties: full cent sales tax increase
	Fail
	38%


