March 13, 2003

Dear Colleague:

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, I have been heartened by the attention given the courageous women who fought long and hard for the more complete fulfillment of the promise implicit in the fundamental affirmation of our Republic: That we are all “created equal, and are endowed by our Creator” with the essential rights we cherish.

To enhance our shared understanding of America’s early suffragist leaders, I thought it might be instructive for us to consider their wise counsel concerning abortion.  Following are some statements by women who invested their lives in the advancement of women’s rights, and whose concurrent commitment to unborn life still speaks to us today.

It is worth noting that Susan B. Anthony’s newspaper, The Revolution, went bankrupt because of Ms. Anthony’s refusal to accept advertisements from the manufacturers of abortifacients.  Such principled leadership deserves the enduring admiration of all Americans.

Please accept my best regards as we celebrate the lessons of these remarkable leaders.

Sincerely,

W. Todd Akin

Member of Congress 

Susan B. Anthony
Guilty? Yes. No matter what the motive, love of ease, or a desire to save from suffering the unborn innocent, the woman is awfully guilty who commits the deed. It will burden her conscience in life, it will burden her soul in death; but oh, thrice guilty is he who ... drove her to the desperation which impelled her to the crime!  

When a woman destroys the life of her unborn child, it is a sign that, by education or circumstances, she has been greatly wronged.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton
When we consider that women are treated as property, it is degrading to women that we should treat our children as property to be disposed of as we see fit. 
Alice Paul (author of the original Equal Rights Amendment, 1923)

Abortion is the ultimate exploitation of women. 

Sarah Norton

Perhaps there will come a day when … an unmarried mother will not be despised because of their motherhood … and when the right of the unborn to be born will not be denied or interfered with. 

The Revolution (early suffragist newspaper edited by Susan B. Anthony)

Abortions are "revolting outrages against the laws of nature and our common humanity."

