11 January 2004

“Remember the Pueblo”

Dear Colleague:

On 28 January 1968 the U.S.S. Pueblo, under the command of Cmdr. Lloyd “Pete” Bucher and armed only with two .50-caliber machine guns, was attacked by four North Korean torpedo boats while in international waters.  The attack resulted in the death of one Navy sailor and the capture of Cmdr. Bucher and his crew.

Over the course of the next eleven months, Cmdr. Bucher and the crew of the Pueblo were starved and tortured while being held captive by North Korea.  According to members of his crew, Cmdr. Bucher bore the brunt of the brutality inflicted by the North Koreans.  

Last month, Cmdr. Bucher passed away and was subsequently buried with honors at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery in Point Loma, San Diego, California.  

I will soon be introducing a resolution honoring the life and courage of Commander Lloyd “Pete” Bucher and the crew of the U.S.S. Pueblo.  I urge you to join me in honoring the heroism and bravery of Cmdr. Bucher and his crew.  Should you have any questions or wish to co-sponsor, please contact Franz Kohler on my staff at 5-2561 or Franz.Kohler@mail.house.gov.   






Sincerely,

W. Todd Akin





Member of Congress

