April 28, 2004

Disconnect Between Americans 

and the Media on Abortion

Dear Colleague,

In recent days the media has given a great deal of coverage to the pro-abortion march held on April 25, 2004.  For example, according to a NEXIS search, the Washington Post has published eleven major stories on last Sunday’s march.  In contrast, the Post only published one story on the March for Life held by advocates of the pro-life position in January.  


Clearly, the Washington Post considers the pro-abortion effort to be more newsworthy than January’s pro-life march.  This is curious considering that a majority of American’s oppose abortion.  A recent Zogby poll found that:

· 56 percent of Americans believe abortion should never be legal or should only be legal in cases of rape, incest or if the life of the mother is in danger. 

· 60 percent of 18-29 year olds believe abortion should never be legal or should only be legal in cases of rape, incest or if the life of the mother is in danger. 

· 78 percent of Hispanic Americans believe abortion should never be legal or should only be legal in cases of rape, incest or if the life of the mother is in danger. 

· 62 percent of African Americans believe abortion should never be legal or should only be legal in cases of rape, incest or if the life of the mother is in danger. 

It is evident that many in the media are out of touch with the American people who increasingly believe that abortion is unconscionable.  The “March for Women’s Lives” may have drawn a crowd last weekend, but a clear majority of the American people are developing a settled conviction that unborn children have intrinsic value and deserve the protection of law.  We may hope that the editors and reporters who write about abortion will begin factoring mainstream, pro-life public opinion more into the way they cover this most painful issue. 

 



Sincerely,
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




W. Todd Akin






Member of Congress

