April 22, 2004

Safe Legal Abortion?

Dear Colleague,

This weekend, Washington will be visited by activists from across the country who advocate abortion-on-demand.  These groups claim that the right to abortion is not only a matter of choice, but of “women’s lives.”  What they fail to recognize is the devastating affect of abortion on women, psychologically and physically. 
Since the 1973 Roe vs. Wade decision, there have been hundreds of documented cases of women who have died as a result of legal abortion. Countless more have suffered from Post-Abortion Traumatic Syndrome. The effects of abortion on women have been largely ignored until recently. However, the plight of these women speaks for itself. I ask you to consider just two such stories, those of Jennifer Suddeth and Sharon Hampton. 

Jennifer Suddeth, 17, underwent an abortion performed by Dr. Frank Robinson in Los Angeles County. As she was riding home with her husband, John, she started to bleed heavily. Jennifer and her husband became hysterical and called Dr. Robinson for help. Dr. Robinson informed the frightened couple that the bleeding was normal and reportedly refused to offer any further help. Later that afternoon Jennifer went into convulsions. John immediately called for an ambulance. But Jennifer was dead before the paramedics arrived. 

Sharon Hampton's uterus was punctured during an abortion performed by Dr. Bruce Steir at A Lady's Choice Women's Medical Center in Moreno Valley, California.  But that did not stop Steir from sending Sharon home so he could catch a plane. Steir caught his plane, but Sharon, 27, never made it home - she died on the way, bleeding to death in her mother's car.  Abortion rights advocates unabashedly defended Steir. "He's a wonderful doctor,” said Shauna Heckert, executive director of the Feminist Women's Health Centers.  "He really believes in a woman's right to abortion and is very dedicated in his practice to helping women in their hour of need." Unfortunately, the family and friends of Sharon Hampton know where Steir was when Sharon was in her "hour of need” - catching a plane.

These are just two stories of the aftermath of “safe, legal abortion” in America, 31 years after Roe vs. Wade. The stories above are abbreviated.  For more information about Sharon and Jennifer or to learn more about the impact of abortion on women, I invite you to visit the website of Feminists for Life at www.feministsforlife.org. 

We must work to foster a culture that provides women facing crisis pregnancies with real support and concrete alternatives so that more tragedies like Jennifer’s and Sharon’s will no longer be possible.  Sharon and Jennifer believed that abortion was their only solution.  They, and women all across America, deserve better. 
Sincerely, 
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W. Todd Akin








Member of Congress

