House OKs Fetus Protection Bill 
Tue Mar 12, 7:39 PM ET By JESSE J. HOLLAND, Associated Press Writer WASHINGTON - The House voted Tuesday to define a fetus that is fully outside a woman's body as having been "born alive," which would give the fetus legal protection.

The Born-Alive Infants Protection Act would amend the legal definitions of "person," "human being," "child" and "individual" to include a fetus that is either breathing or has a heartbeat once out of the womb as part of an abortion procedure.

The legislation, which passed by voice vote, is aimed at an abortion procedure critics call "partial-birth" in which a fetus is partially delivered before being destroyed.

"It's long overdue that this become law," said Rep. Steve Chabot, R-Ohio, who wrote the legislation. "It just seems like common sense that when a baby is born, no matter what the circumstances of the birth may have been, even if it was a botched abortion, that the child be treated with basic human dignity."

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., called the bill unnecessary but said he and other Democrats would support it anyway.

"The courts have been clear," Nadler said. "There is no such thing as a right to a live-birth abortion. A baby born alive is a baby, a human being under the terms of the law in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. This bill merely restates that, so we have no problem with it."

Unlike a version that passed the House last year, this year's bill makes clear that it does not apply to fetuses "at any point prior to being 'born alive.'"

Many Democrats originally opposed the measure, saying it was an attempt to chip away at the Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion, but that section makes it clear that it does not, Nadler said.

"Whatever concerns that someone might have had that this bill might undermine Roe v. Wade have been eliminated," he said.

An identical bill, sponsored by Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., is pending in the Senate.

