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March 23, 2004

An Open Letter to the House of Representatives: Spending Restraint, Preservation of Tax Cuts, and Enforceability are Paramount in Formulating Budget Resolution

Dear Representative:

On behalf of the 350,000 members of the National Taxpayers Union (NTU), I write to express our members’ strong desire for the House of Representatives to pass a budget resolution that dramatically slows the growth of government spending and preserves and makes permanent the President’s tax cuts. NTU has clearly stated that an overall spending freeze – including defense, mandatory, and discretionary spending – is the best way to reduce the budget deficit and boost economic growth, although Budget Committee Chairman Nussle and the Republican Study Committee (RSC) have offered meritorious resolutions as well.

Both Chairman Nussle’s and the RSC’s plans account for a vast majority of the President’s tax relief and freeze or slightly reduce non-security discretionary spending. Neither resolution is perfect, but with the Senate looming as an obstacle for passage of any fiscally responsible budget resolution, the House must be united in demanding the most frugal budget possible that still allows for tax cuts and is enforceable. A vote for the RSC budget and Chairman Nussle’s budget will each be weighted as pro-taxpayer votes in NTU Rates Congress.






Sincerely,
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Paul J. Gessing






Director of Government Affairs
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