March 3, 2004

The Honorable Jim Nussle

Chairman, House Budget Committee

309 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Nussle:

As you prepare to mark up the Fiscal Year 2005 Budget Resolution, we write to request that the Committee take action to restrain federal spending. As you aware, President Bush submitted a budget that called for fairly limited growth in spending.  We believe, however, that within our nearly $2.4 trillion budget, it is possible to limit spending growth even further.

Specifically, we request that, at a minimum, the Budget Resolution call for reducing non-defense, non-homeland security spending by 1% compared to last year’s enacted level.  We further request that the growth in non-Social Security mandatory spending be reduced by 1% for Fiscal Year 2005. Many of us believe we should do even more to reduce federal spending, but consider that this is a minimum first step. 

We understand that some may argue that additional funding is needed in one aspect of the budget or another. We believe that in a nearly $2.4 trillion budget it is possible to offset any increases deemed necessary in any particular program.  We specifically call on those who are advocating additional increases in the budget to identify specific offsets.  Failing to identify offsets might lead some to the erroneous conclusion that the government is not “big enough.”  

While we may not be able to balance the budget immediately, every time we reduce spending, we bring ourselves that much closer to balance.  Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to working with you to adopt a fiscally responsible budget.

Sincerely,

Sue Myrick
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Jeff Flake

Gil Gutknecht

Kevin Brady
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John Hostettler
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Paul Ryan
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