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March 24, 2004

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Representative:

Soon you will have the opportunity to vote on the House FY 2005 Budget Resolution.  On behalf of the more than one million members and supporters of the Council for Citizens Against Government Waste (CCAGW), I ask that you consider two budget resolutions that are scheduled for a vote.  One is H. Con. Res. 393, which is sponsored by Chairman Jim Nussle and the House Budget Committee.  The other is the “Helping Families Not Bureaucracies Budget Resolution,” sponsored by Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX).  Either of these are worthy of your support.  Furthermore, I urge you to vote against any budget resolution that will raise taxes.

The FY 2005 Budget Resolution, as reported by the Budget Committee last week, will cut the deficit in half over the next four years with no tax increases.  At the same time, it promotes the continued growth of our economy by making permanent the tax cut provisions of the 2001 and 2003 tax reform bills that are due to expire.  It protects the current level of marriage penalty tax relief, the $1,000 tax credit per child, and the current 10-percent tax bracket.  Simply put, CCAGW believes taxpayers can spend their money more wisely than Congress.  The Committee budget resolution also protects our homeland and our ability to fight terrorism in Afghanistan, Iraq and around the world.  In an effort to attack waste, fraud and abuse, the Budget Committee resolution directs five House Committees to carefully examine various programs under their jurisdiction to root out inappropriate and wasteful spending.

The alternative proposal sponsored by the Republican Study Committee (RSC) is also supported by CCAGW.  This proposal calls for an additional $30 billion in tax relief by assuming the President’s budget number.  It accepts the Budget Committee’s spending for national defense, but locks in that level of spending and will permit non-defense dollars to be shifted toward defense, if necessary.  As for non-security discretionary spending, the RSC budget proposal calls for a reduction of 1% compared to last year’s spending level, a true cut that will save taxpayers $6.1 billion the first year.

Both plans will reduce the deficit, provide permanent tax relief, cut wasteful spending and ensure funding to secure our national defense here and abroad.  We encourage you to consider and vote for either of these budget proposals.  These resolutions will be among those considered for CCAGW’s 2004 Congressional Ratings.

Sincerely
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