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Congressman Flake Chides Democrats for Trying to Score Political Points From Faulty Medicare Estimates

Democrat Plan Was Twice As Costly

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state’s Sixth District, today chided Democrats for trying to score political points from a faulty Office of Management and Budget Medicare cost estimate.  Congress passed a costly prescription drug entitlement that was initially estimated to cost nearly $400 billion, but now has been adjusted to cost nearly $535 billion.


The House Democrats’ prescription drug entitlement plan was estimated to cost more than $800 billion.


“I’ve made no secret of my opposition to the cost of the Republican plan, but the plan the Democrats offered was twice as bad,” said Flake.  “It’s incredibly disingenuous for the Democrats to try to score political points on this issue when their plan cost twice as much, but even more disingenuous for John Kerry to try to score political points when he missed 36 of 38 Medicare votes since he started campaigning for president.”

“To be sure, we Republicans haven’t lived up to our reputation as the party of fiscal responsibility, but for Democrats to try to claim this mantle is just absurd.”


Congressman Flake has introduced legislation (H.R. 3854) with Senator Lindsey Graham that would cap the Medicare prescription drug benefit at the initial $400 billion estimate.
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