Highlights of Some Differences Between the House-Passed Iraq Supplemental and the Conference Report
Spending of Note That Was NOT Included in the House-Passed Supplemental:

1.
$500 million for FEMA Disaster Assistance

2.
$32 million to reimburse New York City for the costs associated with protecting foreign missions and officials following September 11, 2001

3.
$8.5 million for the security costs associated with the 2003 Free Trade Area of the Americas Ministerial Meeting to be held in November in Miami, Florida

4.
$25 million for the costs associated with the 2004 Summit of the Industrialized Nations to be held in Sea Island, Georgia

5.
$10 million (out of funds provided for Iraqi Reconstruction) for the U.S. Institute for Peace (a government created and funded “think tank” in Washington)

6.
$100 million (out of funds provided for Iraqi Reconstruction) for assistance to Jordan

7.
$100 million (out of funds provided for Iraqi Reconstruction) for assistance to Liberia (this is in addition to the $100 million provided elsewhere in the bill for assistance to Liberia and the $245 million provided as the U.S. contribution for Int’l Peacekeeping)

8.
$10 million (out of funds provided for Iraqi Reconstruction) for assistance to Sudan (this is in addition to the $10 million provided elsewhere in the bill for assistance for Sudan) 

9.
$75 million for the new Inspector General for the Coalition Provisional Authority

10.
$50 million in additional funding for the Coalition Provisional Authority to fulfill the reporting and monitoring requirements of the Act

Requirements of Note That Were Not Included in the House Passed Supplemental:

1.
Requirement that reconstruction efforts in Iraq seek to comply with USAID’s “Policy Paper: Disability” which in essence seeks to apply the Americans with Disabilities Act requirements to U.S. foreign aid activities.

Expansion of Military Benefits NOT Included in the House-Passed Bill:

Medical and Dental Screenings for the Ready Reserve - Provides that through September 30, 2004, the DOD shall provide medical and dental screenings for members of the Ready Reserve that are called to or ordered to active duty.

Tricare for Inactive Ready Reserve Members Who are Unemployed or Who Do Not Have Access to Employer Provided Health Care - Permits through September 30, 2004, inactive Ready Reserve Members who are unemployed or who do not have access to employer provided health care to buy into Tricare for themselves and their family.  The monthly premium is equal to 28% of the total amount determined to be the appropriate actuarial basis for the coverage.

Access to Health Care for Reservists Called Up for Duty - Through September 30, 2004, extends for up to 90 days prior to actually going on active duty the time during which a Reservist can access medical and dental care.

Health Care for Members of the Armed Forces Being Separated From Service - Through September 30, 2004, extends to 180 days the amount of time an individual being separated from service may receive transitional health care benefits. 

The conferees have estimated that these provisions will cost no more than $400 million in Fiscal Year 2004.  If these benefits are made permanent, it is estimated these provisions could cost between $4 and $7 billion over the next ten years.

