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I thank the gentleman. My colleague on the other side just said nobody got 
everything they wanted out of this bill. The reality is nobody gets anything out of this 
bill. Nobody gets anything of out of this bill except the environmental groups who will 
sue to block all oil production. The reality is we are legislating to solve a crisis that we 
created. It was the Congress at the urging of environmental groups that blocked Outer 
Continental Shelf drilling. It was the Congress that blocked drilling in the Inter-Mountain 
West. It was the Congress that blocked drilling in Alaska.  

   Do you know what that has done? That has cost Americans jobs. That has cost the 
people in my district their chance to earn a livelihood because we locked that all up. Are 
we opening it up today? Is my colleague right that this is a compromise? Absolutely not. 
We are not opening up one single square inch of drilling. Let me make it clear. The Sierra 
Club said ``we are working very hard on this bill to ensure that its focus is not expanded 
offshore drilling.'' Mr. Murtha, a close friend of Speaker Pelosi, said, he admitted that, 
this is a political month. Last Wednesday, he said that there are all kinds of things we are 
going to try to do that will go away after we leave.  

    They don't plan to produce oil under this bill. It's just talk. The legislative director 
of the radical Natural Resources Defense Council acknowledged the same thing about the 
Democrats' ploy: ``This is about politics, not necessarily about policy.'' Democrats know 
that not a drop of oil will be produced because lawyers will file lawsuits stopping every 
single one. Let me make the point: The administration last year issued 487 leases in the 
Chukchi Sea. Environmental groups sued to stop and have stopped all 487.  

    The administration has a total of 748 leases in the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea. 
How many lawsuits have been filed and how many leases have been challenged in 
lawsuits? All 748. Various oil companies in February of 2007 filed exploration plans for 
12 separate leases in the Beaufort Sea. How many of the 12 have been challenged? Every 
single one. The BLM in New Mexico offered for sale 78 leases in New Mexico, Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas. How many have been sued? Every single one.  

The truth is this problem could be easily solved. If my Democrat colleagues were 
genuine about wanting to create American jobs, about putting Americans to work and 
about getting off our dependence on foreign oil, then put reasonable language in the bill 
that limits lawsuits. We can allow lawsuits. But they don't have to be dilatory. They don't 
have to be such that no oil will ever be produced.  

    Sadly, the Speaker called our efforts to produce a hoax. If you don't fill the 
litigation loophole in this bill, this bill is a hoax. And it's not nice to fool the American 
people, to tell them you're doing something when you know you're not doing anything.  

 


